A  CALF  IS  KILLED

avoided by its antagonists is the four chapters con-
cerning the Hindus' cruelty to dumb animals. Here
again, conditions in the West, even in bygone ages,
cannot be compared with those in Hindu India to-day*
for the simple reason that no matter how cruel our
forefathers may have been, their cruelty was never in-
duced by their religion. And although it can be denied
that Hinduism literally commands cruelty to animals,
its effect in producing willingness to witness or to inflict
any torture, yet forbidding the direct taking of life,
amounts to a religious edict authorising, even creating,
cruelty. Thus any animal may be deliberately tor-
mented, or may suffer torture, without stirring the
Hindus' compassion, and this as a logical outcome of
his religious code. But no matter how terribly maimed
an animal may be, no matter if it is half eaten away
by disease, or almost starved to death, no matter what
its condition or suffering, orthodox Hinduism forbids
the taking of its life.

In September 1928 a maimed and suffering calf,
in Mr. Gandhi's establishment, was put out of its
misery with Mr. Gandhi's consent.1

Immediately a storm arose from many quarters, pub-
"fe meetings2 to condemn the act of kindness were
organised, resolutions of 'disgust5 were passed. At
the meeting held under the auspices of the Humani-
tarian League in Bombay, the secretary, Mr. Jayanthai
Mankar, pointed out that 'about three years ago he
had consulted Mr. Gandhi in regard to methods of

1  Young India, November 22nd, 1928.

2 The Statesman (weekly edition), Calcutta, October i8th and
25th, 1928.
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